
The Objective of the Marist Brothers Champagnat Trust - Reuniting Friends
In the last few years a passionate group of Marist Old Boys, teachers and friends of the Marist Brothers have 
set up a Trust known as the Marist Brothers Champagnat Trust.  Why?  For a variety of reasons but basically to 
ensure that the spirit and good work of Marcellin Champagnat and the Marist Brothers continues well into the 
21st century and even beyond.

With diminishing numbers of Brothers, the charism or spirit of Marcellin and his concern for the welfare of 
disadvantaged young people needs to be continued in ways other than simply by the presence of Brothers.  
Although present in over 80 countries, the main area of operation for New Zealand Brothers is the Pacific – 
New Zealand, Fiji, Samoa, Kiribati and Tonga.

The Trust has three important broad goals:
• To invigorate, promote and share Champagnat’s vision in Marist communities in the New Zealand, Pacific  
 and Asia areas.

• To encourage former pupils of Marist Brothers’ schools, friends and supporters of the Brothers to become  
 “friends” of the Trust, either by financial contribution or volunteering of service.

• To support and care for the Marist Brothers.

Having opened and run many schools in New Zealand and the Pacific, the Brothers have maintained strong 
traditions and presence based on Champagnat’s original dreams and vision.  The Trust aims to support and 
continue this work. 

The Trust is not concerned with building-projects, but rather in developing “human capital”, that is, enabling 
disadvantaged young people to better themselves – educationally, socially, religiously, humanly.

How will this be done? 
Basically, by building up a database of “friends of the Trust” – old boys, friends, like-minded people – and the 
Trust will maintain contact through regular newsletters, brochure and organised local gatherings. 

Anyone interested, and remember, this doesn’t just apply to past pupils of the Marist Brothers, can find out 
more at www.maristbrothers.org.nz 
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Marcellin Champagnat original intentions, in founding the Marist Brothers in 1817, were:
• To bring children, especially those most in need of God, through education, to God’s love, Catholic sacraments  
 and teachings;
• To give children a love for and relationship with Jesus and Mary;
• To provide sufficient example and life skills for the students of Marist schools to become good family and  
 community men and women;
• To provide examples of good living, work habits and skills for employment.

And how relevant still today, almost 200 years later!

Contact details:
Marist Brothers 
PO Box 24400 
Royal Oak 
Auckland 1345 
Email: nz.marist@fmspacific.com

With Thanks,

John Metherell 
Chairman of Marist Brothers 
Champagnat Trust 

KEEPING THE DREAM ALIVE

Student Leaders from Champagnat Marist schools from across New Zealand gathered at Hato Petera College, Auckland. 
Hato Petera,  St Paul’s,  Marcellin,  Sacred Heart - Auckland; St John’s - Hamilton; Chanel - Masterton; St Bernard’s - Lower 

Hutt; Catholic Cathedral - Christchurch; John Paul II H.S - Greymouth and Verdon - Invercargill.


