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On 23 July 1816, the day after their ordination, twelve Marist aspirants, priests and seminarians, including Marcellin Champagnat, and Jean-Claude Colin, climbed the hill to the shrine of Our Lady of Fourvière.  They placed their promise to found the Society of Mary under the corporal on the altar during the celebration of Mass.
Fr Champagnat was sent to the remote village of La Valla in the hills south of Lyon, not far from his home town of Marhles.  There he found a run-down parish tendered by a broken-down priest and a generation of children growing up in an atmosphere of religious indifference and educational neglect.  

Called to administer the last rites to a dying teenage boy Marcellin was shocked to find the boy totally ignorant of the basic tenets of the faith.  Spurred by this episode and by memories of his own educational disadvantage Marcellin moved quickly to gather around him a group of young men whom he trained as catechists and then primary school teachers.  He formed the first Marist community at La Valla on 2 January 1817.  
As Pope Francis reminds us the task of evangelisation is as pressing today as it was 200 years ago.  “Looking at the manger challenges us to help our young people not to become disillusioned by our own immaturity, and to spur them on so that they can be capable of dreaming and fighting for their dreams, capable of growing and becoming fathers and mothers of our people.” 

“With a tenderness which never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy, Christ makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew” (Evangelii Gaudium, 3).
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A Prayer of Blessing for the New School Year





May God's Holy Spirit bless us as we begin a new school year.





May the Spirit of the North, the spirit of the Pacific, 


surround us with love. 


As the sun gives warmth to the earth, 


may the Holy Spirit encourage us to share 


God’s love with one another.





May the Spirit of the South, the spirit of the Antarctic, 


give us courage. 


As we brace for cold winds, 


may the Holy Spirit give us strength to face 


the challenges that we will encounter.  





May the Spirit of the East, the spirit of sunrise, 


give us wisdom and understanding.


You give us the gift of a new day, 


may we never be afraid to start afresh. 





May the Spirit of the West, the spirit of sunset, 


give us knowledge and good judgement,


may your Word guide the path which we walk.





May the Holy Spirit of God �who is present in this school, 


and in each of one of us,


surround us all as we begin �this new school year


with love, joy and peace. 


Amen.





Mary, our Good Mother, pray for us.  
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