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The third characteristic shared by the Marist Family is simplicity.  It was quite new to understand simplicity as a virtue as it was commonly understood to mean a lack of education or even of intelligence.

At the time there was work specifically for women which men just did not do, e.g. housework.  Other types of work were undignified for certain social classes.  This is illustrated by the criticism of Marcellin Champagnat while building the Hermitage. 

Simplicity addresses these barriers.  Since Jesus washed the feet of his apostles, there is no ‘useless’ or ‘servile’ work.  Marcellin ensured that all of his Little Brothers of Mary would know how to cook and do housework.

“Over and above these barriers, simplicity is also concerned with speech: contact with everyone, ready to welcome and greeting, a smile and willing service, a less solemn and a more relaxed manner of living out individual life roles”.

Marcellin serves as a model of simplicity for us.  In today’s materialistic and consumer-oriented world, this virtue is viewed as a sign of weakness, as a failing on the part of people not inclined to race after fame and power.  Marcellin animates us to live a simple lifestyle that avoids all forms of presumption and superficiality.

How can we develop a spirit of simplicity in our schools?

Based on: Antonie Forissier. For a Marian Church: Marist Founders and Foundresses. 1992, Marist Fathers, Rome. Pages 241-247.
Evangelisers in the Midst of Youth, par. 126.




Simplicity











Good Mother of Fourvière, 


you have given the world its true light,


Jesus, your Son - the Son of God.





You abandoned yourself completely


to God's call and this became a wellspring


of the goodness which flows forth from him.





You inspired the first Marists to create a Society 


dedicated to showing the Marian face of the Church.





Show us Jesus. Lead us to him.


Teach us to know and love him,


so that we too can become capable of true love


and be fountains of living water


in the midst of a thirsting world. 


Amen.








Our Lady of Fourvière, pray for us.











�





Champagnat Marist Spirituality and Charism:


God’s Presence and Love ( Trust in God ( Love of Jesus and His Gospel


Presence ( Simplicity ( Family Spirit ( Love of Work


In the Way of Mary
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