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a new beginning
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18 May
Spiritual Testament (1840)


20 May
Birthday of Marcellin Champagnat (1789)


21 May
Baptism of Marcellin Champagnat (1789)
The events we remember in May occur at the beginning and end of Marcellin’s life.  He was born in le Rozey, a hamlet of Marlhes.  It had a population of about 65 people.  His parents, Jean-Baptiste Champagnat and Marie-Thérèse Chirat had 10 children, seven surviving to adulthood. During the Revolution, Marcellin’s father was appointed town clerk of the commune and elected a Colonel in the National Guard.   As was the custom in Catholic families, Marcellin was baptised the day after his birth.
In the course of 1839 Marcellin’s health began to deteriorate significantly.  Sensing that he had little time left Marcellin assembled the Brothers in the community room and addressed them for the last time.

In his Spiritual Testament Marcellin urged on his brothers the virtue of love not only as the foundation of community life “but also of a distinctive Marist method of evengelisation and education.  It had been Mary’s way with Jesus; it was now to be the way of all who followed the dream that so captured the heart of this country priest and his early brothers.”

Drawn from Seán Sammon, A heart that knows no bounds.  
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A Marist Prayer 








Loving God, �you called Marcellin to follow you in faith,�and, like Mary, he responded to your call �with courage and audacity,


setting aside your own plans to follow you.





Teach us how to respond to the call �which you make to us today,


so that, in these times, there may be a Marist mission �fitted to modern needs,


which answers the cries of today’s people,


especially of young people who are in need.





Deepen in us the spirituality and charism passed on to us �by Marcellin and the early Brothers,


as we too seek to make Jesus known and loved �by the people of today.


Amen.





Mary, our Ordinary Resource, pray for us.  
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Champagnat Marist Spirituality and Charism:


God’s Presence and Love ( Trust in God ( Love of Jesus and His Gospel


Presence ( Simplicity ( Family Spirit ( Love of Work


In the Way of Mary
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