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marists
a new beginning





The Marist founders shared a “more or less permanent God-consciousness which is basic to a spirituality of action”.  “Action is not merely a flow of strength.  Lived out with God before it is begun, while it is being done and when competed, action becomes a union of the whole person with God.  It is a complete expression of both love of God and neighbour”.

For Marcellin, it is God and Mary who do everything.  At the personal level, Marcellin was always mindful of the presence of God, especially in moments of difficulty and trial.  He remained open to what was God’s will as it unfolded in the events and circumstances of life.  He frequently quoted Psalm 127, ‘Unless the Lord build the house, those who build it labour in vain ...’
Marcellin confided his person and the success of his ministry to Mary, ‘who has done everything for us’.
“Once Father Champagnat had put any matter in Mary’s hands, he remained at peace and full of confidence, whatever turn things might seem to take. . .It was from her protection that he expected everything and his favourite expression was: ‘Mary is our Ordinary Resource. . .You know to whom you should go for . . . favours, to our Ordinary Resource. Don’t be afraid of calling on her help too frequently. . .Besides, she is responsible for us, being our Mother, our Patroness, our Superior and our source of hope. This community is her work’”. 
Do you trust God as Marcellin did?

Based on: Antonie Forissier. For a Marian Church: Marist Founders and Foundresses. 1992, Marist Fathers, Rome. Pages 241-247.

In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, par. 15.

Life of Fr Champagnat, VII, p. 342.



Presence of God





Abba Father, in Jesus Christ,�you sent your Word to lighten our way,�and to guide us to your Kingdom.





Help us to know and to welcome �your Word in our lives,�so that we may treasure the gift 


of Marcellin’s spirituality�we have been entrusted with.





Make us more loving and more daring�to use the resources you have 


so abundantly blessed us with�to build up your Kingdom. 


A kingdom of truth and love,�of justice and of peace.





Mary our Good Mother�teach us to appreciate the spirituality �that you have endowed us with.�your own response to God.





Gift each one of us to share �your Good News with the people �who come into our lives.�May we continue to experience �your Good News�in and through them. Amen. 





Our Lady of Fourvière, pray for us
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