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Introduction
Creating “homes of light”... What does this expression mean?  How do these words of the General Chapter resonate in my heart?  What is my experience of home and how does that experience shed light on my life?  Is it a call from God for Marists today? Did Champagnat dream of creating ‘homes of light’?  These questions have stayed with me ever since the end of the XXII General Chapter.
Developing homes of light is one of the ideas that emerged during the General Chapter, as part of the call to be a global charismatic family, a beacon of hope, in this turbulent world.  In my words at the conclusion of the Chapter, I pointed out, among other things, the call to form homes that care for life and generate new life. It was from these ideas that the title of this circular emerged.  I began to write this text a few months ago, and, along the way, the Covid-19 pandemic struck.  We have been through this experience all over the world, and the crisis has impacted on virtually all the countries where we are present as an Institute.  In each place, in each country, we have suffered the consequences in a very similar way.  At one point, I had doubts as to whether the theme I had chosen was still relevant, and whether I should change the subject or delete some sections.  It seems to me that, in the current context, there is no better time than now to talk about building homes of light in the face of this situation of uncertainty that seems to be dragging on.  We are being called to care for life and to generate new life in moments of great fragility and vulnerability in the world.  We will manage if we work together, in a spirit of self-giving and solidarity with those most in need, and place more importance than ever on relational, social and community factors.  Perhaps this is a time when something new is waiting to be born and we are being asked, not only to transform our hearts, but also to make radical changes in our ways of being and acting and in our structures and systems, in an effort to create a renewed and different future.  We count on the light that comes from God and we rely on the presence of Mary.
The questions for us today are:

“Who is God calling us to be?” and “What is God calling us to do?”
The reflections this year are drawn from the circular of the Superior General, Br Ernesto Sánchez Barba.

https://champagnat.org/en/circulares/homes-of-light-caring-for-life-generating-new-life/ 
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A Prayer of Blessing for the New School Year





May God's Holy Spirit bless all at this school.





May the Spirit of the North, the spirit of the Pacific, 


surround us with love. 


As the sun gives warmth to the earth, 


may the Holy Spirit encourage us to share 


God’s love with one another.





May the Spirit of the South, the spirit of the Antarctic, 


give us courage. 


As we brace for cold winds, 


may the Holy Spirit give us strength to face 


the challenges which we will encounter.  





May the Spirit of the East, the spirit of sunrise, 


give us wisdom and understanding,


may we never be afraid to start afresh. 





May the Spirit of the West, the spirit of sunset, 


give us knowledge and good judgement,


may your Word guide the path which we walk.





May the Holy Spirit of God �who is present in this school, 


and in each of us,


surround us all as we begin �this new school year in love and peace. 


Amen.  
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