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On 6 June 1840 Marcellin Champagnat SM died at l’Hermitage, aged 51.  At his death, there were 280 Brothers, 9 of whom were in Oceania, and 48 schools with some 7000 pupils.

Marcellin Joseph Benoît Champagnat, Priest of the Society of Mary, Founder of the Institute of the Little Brothers of Mary (Marist Brothers) was born on the 20th May, 1789 in Marlhes, a village in the mountains of east-central France.  He was the ninth child of a very Christian family, from whom he received his basic education.  When Marcellin was 14, a priest passing through the village helped him to see that God was calling him to the priesthood. 

In July 1816, the newly ordained priest Marcellin Champagnat was appointed as a curate to this parish.  The village is located a little more than 45 kilometres south-west of Lyons.  About 500 people lived in the village itself with another 2000 scattered over more than 60 hamlets. 

In October 1816 Fr. Champagnat was called to the bedside of a boy who was dying.  The boy had no knowledge of God.  Marcellin instructed him before he died.  This encounter convinced Marcellin of the need for Brothers.  He first rented and then bought a small dilapidated building and on the 2nd January 1817, he accommodated there the first two Brothers who wanted to begin Marist life.  Marcellin refurbished the building and built much of the furniture including the dining table.  Fr. Champagnat left La Valla in 1824 and moved down the valley to L’Hermitage to help in its construction.  This then became the centre of Marist life and mission.  The Brothers refer to La Valla as ‘the cradle of the Institute’ and l’Hermitage as ‘the Mother House’.
In 1836, the Church recognized the Society of Mary and entrusted to it the missions of Oceania.  Marcellin took his vows as a member of the Society of Mary, and sent three Brothers with the first missionary group to Oceania. 

A lengthy illness gradually wore down his robust constitution.  Worn out by his labours, he died at the age of 51 on the 6th June, 1840. 
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Prayer 





God our Father, we thank you


for having called Marcellin Champagnat


to follow Christ the Saviour and Evangelizer.





Passionately in love with your Son, Jesus


and sharing in his compassion for humanity,


Marcellin put himself unconditionally


at the service of the Church


for the evangelization of these most in need.





Through his intercession help us to reach out


with the healing touch of Christ 


who calls us to holiness and to mission.


May we build communities


which are signs of your presence,


and share the Good News of salvation with all peoples.





We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.





Mary, our Ordinary Resource, pray for us.  


St Marcellin Champagnat, pray for us.
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