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The reflection for this month comes from Educating to Intercultural Dialogue in Catholic Schools: Living in Harmony for a Civilization of Love, published by the 

Congregation for Catholic Education, in 2013.
77. The time spent in formation must be used for reinforcing the idea of Catholic schools as being communities of fraternal relationships and places of research, dedicated to deepening and communicating truth in the various scholarly disciplines. Those who have leadership positions are duty-bound to guarantee that all personnel receive adequate preparation to serve effectively. Moreover, they must serve in coherence with the faith they profess, and be able to interpret society’s demands in the actual situation of its current configuration. This also favours the school’s collaboration with parents in education, respecting their responsibility as first and natural educators.

78. Formation that is particularly dedicated to promoting sensitivity, awareness and competence in the intercultural field can be advanced by paying attention to the following three essential markers:

a) integration: this has to do with the school’s ability to be adequately prepared for receiving students of different cultural backgrounds, responding to their needs regarding scholastic achievement and personal enhancement;
b) interaction: this has to do with knowing how to facilitate good relationships among peers and among adults. There is an awareness that simply being in the same physical environment is not enough. Encouragement must be given to curiosity about other people, openness and friendship, both in class and in places and times outside the school. Thus, situations of distancing between people, discrimination and conflict can be avoided and repaired.
c) recognizing the other person: one must avoid falling into the trap of imposing one’s own views on the other person, asserting one’s own lifestyle and one’s own way of thinking without taking into account the other person’s culture and particular emotional situation.
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html





Formation








Abba Father, in Jesus Christ,


you sent your Word to lighten our way,


and to guide us to your Kingdom.





Help us to know and to welcome your Word in our lives,


so that we may treasure the gift 


of Marcellin’s spirituality


we have been entrusted with.





Make us more loving and more daring


to use the resources you have 


so abundantly blessed us with


to build up your Kingdom. 


A kingdom of truth and love, of justice and of peace.





Mary our Good Mother


teach us to appreciate the spirituality 


that you have endowed us with.


your own response to God.





Gift each one of us to share 


your Good News with the people who come into our lives.


May we continue to experience your Good News


in and through them. Amen.





Mary, our Ordinary Resource, pray for us.  





St Marcellin Champagnat, pray for us.
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In the Way of Mary























© Kevin Wanden FMS: Champagnat Marist Education Resources:

Monthly Reflection: October 2018

