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The reflection for this month comes from Educating to Intercultural Dialogue in Catholic Schools: Living in Harmony for a Civilization of Love, published by the 

Congregation for Catholic Education, in 2013.
55. To avoid closing in upon “identity” as a goal in itself, educational pedagogy must take into account the growing multireligious component of society, with the consequent need to know about different beliefs and dialogue both with those beliefs and with non-believers.

56. It is important for Catholic schools to be aware of the risks that arise should they lose sight of the reasons why they exist.  That can happen, for example, when they unthinkingly conform to the expectations of a society marked by the values of individualism and competition.  It can also happen through bureaucratic formalism, the consumerist demands of families, or the unbridled search for external approval.  Catholic schools are called to give dutiful witness, by their pedagogy that is clearly inspired by the Gospel – a fortiori in a culture that demands that schools be neutral and removes all religious references from the field of education.  Catholic schools, being Catholic, are not limited to a vague Christian inspiration or one based on human values.
They have the responsibility for offering Catholic students, over and above a sound knowledge of religion, the possibility to grow in personal closeness to Christ in the Church.  In fact, “one of the fundamental human rights, also with reference to international peace, is the right of individuals and communities to religious freedom.  It is becoming increasingly important to promote this right not only from the negative point of view, as freedom from – for example, obligations or limitations involving the freedom to choose one’s religion – but also from the positive point of view, in its various expressions, as freedom for – for example, bearing witness to one’s religion, making its teachings known, engaging in activities in the educational, benevolent and charitable fields which permit the practice of religious precepts, and existing and acting as social bodies structured in accordance with the proper doctrinal principles and institutional ends of each.”
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html





Catholic Identity








Creator God,�we acknowledge your care for us 


as we walk in the footsteps of   


Marcellin Champagnat,�who walked in the footsteps of Jesus.





In and through the events of ordinary life�Marcellin discovered the presence �of a loving and faithful God


and a  greater awareness of what it meant


to be of service to one another.





Marcellin was gifted with a vision�of incarnating the Christian message�in the hearts of young people.





Marcellin continually invited the early Brothers,�as we are invited today,�to bring the good news of Jesus to people �on the margins of the Church and society.





Amen. 








Mary, our Ordinary Resource, pray for us.  





St Marcellin Champagnat, pray for us. 











Champagnat Marist Spirituality and Charism:


God’s Presence and Love ( Trust in God ( Love of Jesus and His Gospel


Presence ( Simplicity ( Family Spirit ( Love of Work


In the Way of Mary
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